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President’s Corner

Dear Cromartie Family,
This is our 90th Reunion! Happy Anniversary!

If you’ve seen pictures of our early reunions, you’ll know
that they took place at White Lake, NC. These reunions were
covered-dish affairs, and all the little ones were able to play
and swim in the crystal-clear waters of the lake.

While earlier reunions took place in the summer, the last
few decades we have moved to the second weekend in
October (Columbus Day Weekend). This extra holiday
weekend allowed members to travel to North Carolina and
have an extra day for additional family activities, meals, tours,
etc. The cooler weather allowed us to meet inside the South
River Presbyterian Church.

As our family has grown the world over, we have become
more flexible with our reunions and how we communicate.
In recent years, two hurricanes cancelled a reunion, and
moved another to Springtime. This year we have a new
nemesis, COVID-19.

For this reunion, we are embracing digital technology,
and we will have ZOOM gatherings on both Saturday, Oct. 10,
and on Sunday, Oct. 11. Please see our “Reunion Plans” for
details as well as this Newsletter put together by our member
James R. Campbell. Enjoy !

Len Clark, President

1 Sep 2020

www.cromartiefamilyassociation.com

Reunion Plans

SATURDAY, 10 OCT 2020, 4:00 P.M. EST

Presentation and Discussion (1 hour).

Guest: Dr. Joseph Kelly will discuss his popular and
widely-praised new book, Marooned: Jamestowne,
Shipwreck, and a New History of America's Origin
(Bloomsbury, 2018). There will be a special focus on our
ancestor, Stephen Hopkins (1581-1644), as “the first true
American.”

SUNDAY, 11 OCT 2020, 4:00 P.M. EST

Reunion, Business Meeting, and Program (2 hours).

Guest: Dr. Kimberly B. Sherman will present on
Recreating Community: Scottish Families on the Cape Fear --
how Scots attempted to create and recreate forms of
community and kinship after immigrating to North Carolina in
the eighteenth century. There will be a special focus on
Bladen County and the area around the Cromartie
settlement.

PLEASE NOTE: See page 7 for “Presenter Bios,” plus
“ZO0OM Instructions” for joining both gatherings.

These two gatherings promise to be exceptional and highly
personal for Cromartie descendants. Register today via
www.cromartiefamilyassociation.com/members/reunions.
And please add meeting reminders to your Calendars.



Ancestor Profile: Edward Cottle (1628-1710)

By James Reed Campbell Jr.

Vacationers to Nantucket, Cape Cod or Martha’s Vineyard
may well thank our ancestor, Edward Cottle (1628-1710),
who was an early settler or founder of each scenic
destination. This great-great-grandfather of Ruhamah Doane
(1745-1812) also was a founder of Amesbury, Massachusetts,
40 miles northeast of Boston along the border of New
Hampshire.

Edward was born in England in 1628, likely in Lanford,
Wiltshire, England. He is presumed to have been a brother or
cousin to William Cottle (1626-1668), who arrived in Boston
in 1638 on the “Confluence” as an apprentice or employee of
John Sanders “of Lanford.” William was joined on this voyage
by 110 country men and women, mostly from Wiltshire,
including Roger Eastman (1610-1694), immigrant ancestor to
the founder of Eastman Kodak, Inc. William completed his
term of service; and then relocated to Salisbury,
Massachusetts, where he was joined by 22-year-old Edward
in 1650 (there is no prior record of Edward’s arrival in
America). Salisbury was named after Salisbury, the shire
town of Wiltshire. William died in Salisbury in 1668, leaving a
wife and children.?

Edward brought with him to America a wife, Judith
(MNU, possibly Osgood) (1629-aft 1681), whom he had
married in England.? They would have seven children born in
Salisbury, including our ancestor, Mary (1653-1706), their
second-oldest child, born in 1652.3 After first living in
Salisbury village from 1650 to 1654, the Cottle family moved
to the western part of Salisbury. In 1654, this part was
separated from Salisbury as “New Town.” It was renamed in
1667 as New Salisbury; and then again in 1668 as Amesbury,
after another town in Wiltshire. Edward was credited among
the 18 “first settlers of Amesbury, 1654” on a plaque erected
by the Amesbury Improvement Association in 1903.*

Edward accumulated considerable property over time:
two acres in 1652; one acre in 1657; 50 acres and a half
meadow in 1658; 16 rods in 1659; 160 acres in 1662; and lots
in a great swamp in 1664.> He was regarded as a prominent
citizen of Amesbury, being awarded one of the more
prestigious pews at the erection of a meeting house in 1667.°

But Edward ran into hardships. His first house at Lion’s
Neck burned down by accident, consuming all of his
possessions. He mortgaged properties in 1667 to rebuild a
smaller house at Jamaica,” which also was burned down, this
time by Native Americans, in 1668. Lion’s Neck adjoined the
Powwow River,® which was named for being an important
gathering place for Native Americans. Tensions had been
further exacerbated when Salisbury settlers decreed that one
colonist only would be permitted to draw fish from the
Powwow River. Apparently, Edward’s second house fell
victim to these ongoing tensions.
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In Edward’s own words many years later:

| the sd Edward Cottle obtained among other lands a
tract called the Lion’s mouth being a neck of land ... &
built a sufficient house—sd lands possessed many years,
which house being providentially burnt together with my
goods, | then built a small house att a place called
Jamaica, w’thin same township, w’ch being burnt by the
Indians & not being so able in estate as some other of my
associates in said parts was necessitated to try what
success | might have by removing to the southwardly part
of New England, hoping in time the Eastern parts might
obtain a settled peace that | might then return to my
Inheritance again: but matters occurring Contrary, |
purchased a small settlement at ye town of Tisbury in
Dukes County afores’d, & being now grown aged & out of
hopes of Ever returning.®
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Ancestor Profile:

Edward Cottle, cont’d

Edward’s “associates” in Amesbury included neighbors
who first settled Nantucket, starting in 1659 with Thomas
Macy (1598-1692), immigrant ancestor to the founder of R.H.
Macy & Co. Department Store. Edward began selling off most
of his lands in Amesbury in 1667 before sailing his family to
Nantucket in 1669, staying for seven or eight years.'® Edward
was assisted in all preparations; and then joined in Nantucket
by his son-in-law and our ancestor Samuel Bickford (1648-bef
1701), who had married Mary in Amesbury in 1668.1' Edward
and Judith would have at least four more children born in
Nantucket.!? They appear to have been renters of land, not
owners. There is one hint that Edward’s family encountered
difficulties: in 1673, Judith was sanctioned by the court for
“reproachful words” directed against Tristram Coffin (1609-
1681), another first settler of Nantucket and former neighbor
in Salisbury.3

In 1675, Edward and his family sailed back to Cape Cod to
settle in “Mannamoiett,” later known as Chatham. They
stayed as tenants of Chatham’s founder William Nickerson
(1604-1690) for three or four years.’* Here, too, they
encountered difficulties. Family researcher Velma Cottle
Musick explains:

A certain Timothy Hedges came to Cottle and one or two
other tenants of Nickerson's land and tried to eject them.
He involved the Cottles, husband and wife, and others in
the controversy. One of the days on which this
contentious discussion occurred was a Sunday. William
Nickerson sued Hedges for one thousand pounds "by
defaming the title of the land--and moreover, he had
taken it upon himself to warn (the occupants) from their
habitation, telling them it was his--and advised them not
to pay to said William Nickerson for they should not enjoy
it.” (Court Records.) The suit was settled, and the Cottles
remained on the property, but in the following March it
was disclosed that someone, probably Hedges, had
registered a complaint against the Cottles and others.
The accused were summoned to appear before the Court

\

The Johnson Whiting House: 18°
West Tisbury Martha's Vineyard, Mass.

at Plymouth, sixty miles overland from Mannamoiett.
The Court Records of the Colony of New Plymouth read:
“At the Court of His Ma'tie held in Plymouth, the fifth of
March Anno Dom. one thousand and seventy and seven:
Edward Cottle and his wife of Mannamoiett, for
prophaning the Sabbath by quarreling, fined forty
shillings, silver money, or to be whipt" (if the fine was not
paid.) The others involved were likewise fined--but not
Hedges.*

These difficulties doubtless prompted Edward’s next
move, to Tisbury on Martha’s Vineyard by 1680 or 1681. He
may have been encouraged by another son-in-law, John
Hillman (1651-1719), who had lived in Tisbury from 1675 to
1679, before moving to Nantucket to marry Edward’s
daughter Hannah (1661-1728). Edward also may have been
joined by son-in-law Samuel, who was called “of Tisbury” as
defendant in a suit in 1681.°

On Martha’s Vineyard, Edward returned to his role as a
civic participant and leader. He was chosen for a committee
to procure a new town charter in 1687; to divide proprietors’
lands in 1688; to serve as a fence viewer in 1688; as a
constable in 1689; and as surveyor of highways in 1699. In
1688, Edward purchased the eastern half of the home lot of
Josiah Standish (1633-1690), consisting of 24 acres, which he
sold to his son John (1675-1705) in 1700.%7 At that time,
historian Charles Edward Banks notes that “the families of
Thomas West, Isaac Chase, and Edward Cottle comprised all
the known residents in the present town limits [of Tisbury],
and the three households numbered 27 persons of all ages
and sexes.”*® Banks also cites Edward’s 1695 purchase of
land in West Tisbury “bordering on the Lagoon and extending
half way towards Kuttashimmoo...at Manehchah-hankkanah,
the name given by the Indians to the locality where the
purchase was made.”?®

Eventually, Edward moved five miles southwest, to what
was then the Keephigon district of Chilmark, to live with his
son James (1668-1750). Chilmark had been established as a




Ancestor Profile: Edward Cottle, cont’d

town in 1694, with Edward one of its founders. It was named
for Chilmark in Wiltshire, England—just as Salisbury and
Amesbury had been named a half-century earlier. Edward
passed his remaining years in Chilmark until his death in
1710.%° He had disposed of all his property, leaving no public
record of his death. There also is no public record of Judith’s
death in Tisbury earlier in 1681.

Vacationers to Martha’s Vineyard may still view a living
link to Edward in the Old Parsonage House on State Road in
West Tisbury. This house stands upon the Josiah Standish
home lot of Edward’s purchase and was occupied by the
Cottle family for three generations. It was built by Standish in
1688 and served for more than a century as the parsonage of
the West Tisbury Congregational Church (Edward was a
Congregationalist). Now sitting on three acres of farm land, it
is the second-oldest home on Martha’s Vineyard.?! The
Whiting family had owned the Old Parsonage House since
1852, with Dr. Henry Whiting installing its distinctive
diamond-paned windows as part of the initial renovation.

But the descendants sold it at auction in 2013 for $600,000.22
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Society News

By James Reed Campbell Jr.

Descendants of William Cromartie and Ruhamah Doane may
qualify for numerous hereditary societies, pending proper
documentation and application protocols. More than 70
societies convene in Washington, DC during “Hereditary
Society Week.” This unofficial gathering of meetings has now
grown to encompass much of the first three weeks of April.
Common venues include the Army-Navy Club, the University
Club, and the Cosmos Club. Meetings are reserved for
members and guests of the respective societies.

The following is a list of society meetings pertinent to
Cromartie/Doane descendants, from 2020. Check back in
2021 on www.hereditary.us/meetings.htm for meeting
updates as they are posted or contact the societies directly.

4/12-14/20, EMBASSY SUITES, ALEXANDRIA

National Society, Daughters of American Colonists

Our ancestors: George Bowers, Edward Cottle, John Doane,
Stephen Hopkins, Henry Howland, Richard Knowles, John
Smalley, Nicholas Snow, John Young.

4/13/20, ARMY-NAVY CLUB
Sons and Daughters of Virginia Founding Fathers
Our ancestor: Stephen Hopkins.

4/17/20, ARMY-NAVY CLUB
Jamestowne Society
Our ancestor: Stephen Hopkins.

4/15/20, ARMY-NAVY CLUB
General Society of Mayflower Descendants
Our ancestors: Stephen Hopkins, Constance Hopkins.

4/8-11/20, THE WILLARD

National Society, Colonial Dames XVII Century

Our ancestors: George Bowers, Edward Cottle, Robert Davis,
John Doane, Stephen Hopkins, Henry Howland, Richard
Knowles, John Smalley, Nicholas Snow, John Young.

4/16/20, METROPOLITAN CLUB

Colonial Dames of America

Our ancestors: George Bowers, Edward Cottle, Hezekiah
Doane Sr., Doane, Stephen Hopkins, Henry Howland, John
Smalley, Nicholas Snow, John Young.

4/17-18/19, ARMY-NAVY CLUB

National Society, Daughters of Colonial Wars

Our ancestors: John Doane, Hezekiah Doane Jr., Stephen
Hopkins, Richard Knowles, John Smalley, Nicholas Snow.

4/17/20, ARMY-NAVY CLUB
Presidential Families of America
Our ancestor: Henry Howland.

4/15/20, ARMY-NAVY CLUB

Descendants of Sheriffs and Constables of Colonial and
Antebellum America

Our ancestors: George Bowers, Edward Cottle, Henry
Howland, John Smalley, Nicholas Snow, John Young.
Order of the Founders of North America 1492-1692
Our ancestors: Samuel Bickford, George Bowers, Robert
Davis, John Doane, Stephen Hopkins, Henry Howland, Richard
Knowles, John Smalley, Nicholas Snow, John Young.

4/10-11/20, ARMY NAVY CLUB

National Society, Colonial Daughters of the Seventeenth
Century

Our ancestors: George Bowers, Edward Cottle, Robert Davis,
John Doane, Stephen Hopkins, Henry Howland, Richard
Knowles, John Smalley, Nicholas Snow, John Young.




Society News, cont’d

4/10/20, ARMY NAVY CLUB

National Society of New England Women

Our ancestors: Samuel Bickford, George Bowers, Edward
Cottle, Robert Davis, John Doane, Stephen Hopkins, Richard
Knowles, Henry Howland, John Smalley, Nicholas Snow, John
Young.

4/17/20, UNIVERSITY CLUB
National Society, Descendants of Early Quakers
Our ancestor: Henry Howland.

4/17/20, ARMY-NAVY CLUB, DINNER

National Society, Sons and Daughters of Antebellum
Planters 1607-1861

Our ancestors: William Cromartie, Hezekiah Doane Jr., John
Doane, Stephen Hopkins, John Smalley, Nicholas Snow.

Sons and Daughters of the Colonial and Antebellum Bench
and Bar 1565-1861

Our ancestors: Hezekiah Doane Sr., Hezekiah Doane Jr., John
Smalley, Nicholas Snow.

4/21/19, ARMY NAVY CLUB

National Society, Sons of Colonial New England

Our ancestors: Ephraim Doane, Nathaniel Young, John Snow,
Jeremiah Bickford.

4/19/20, ARMY-NAVY CLUB

Order of Americans of Armorial Ancestry

Our ancestors: Robert Davis, John Doane, Stephen Hopkins,
Henry Howland, Richard Knowles, John Smalley, Nicholas
Snow, John Young.

|

4/14/20, THE WILLARD

Hereditary Order of the Families of the Presidents and First
Ladies of America

Our ancestor: Henry Howland.

4/20/20, UNIVERSITY CLUB

National Society, Sons & Daughters of the Pilgrims

Our ancestors: George Bowers, Edward Cottle, Robert Davis,
John Doane, Stephen Hopkins, Henry Howland, Richard
Knowles, John Smalley, Nicholas Snow, John Young.

4/20/20, ARMY-NAVY CLUB

Winthrop Society

Our ancestor: John Smalley.

Plymouth Hereditary Society

Our ancestors: Samuel Bickford, George Bowers, Edward
Cottle, Robert Davis, John Doane, Stephen Hopkins, Henry
Howland, Richard Knowles, John Smalley, Nicholas Snow,
John Young.

Descendants of Colonial Mothers 1607 - July 4, 1776

Our ancestors: Thankful Bickford, Ruth Bowers, Mary Cottle,
Mercy Davis, Ruhamah Doane, Constance Hopkins, Abigail
Howland, Mary Mercy Knowles, Ann Perkins, Mary Smalley,
Barbara Smith, Hannah Snow, Ann Walden, Hannah Young.
Hereditary Order of the Descendants of Loyalists and
Patriots of the American Revolution

Our ancestor: William Cromartie.

4/14/20, UNIVERSITY CLUB, DINNER
American Ancestors — New England Historic Genealogical
Society




Sharing Family Events

During our Reunion program, we announce notable family
events: births, marriages, military service, and deaths of
loved ones. As our family members are scattered across the
U.S. and around the world, it is hard to know of these events
without your help. If you have news to share, please contact
us at cromartiefamilyassociation@gmail.com.

Ordering Cromartie Books

Our four-volume family history is available on Amazon.com.
Visit www.amazon.com and conduct a search for “Amanda
Cook Gilbert” or “Descendants of William Cromartie and
Ruhamah Doane.” You may also order the books directly
from Westbow Press, a Division of Thomas Nelson, 1663
Liberty Drive, Bloomington, IN 47403 — online via
www.westbowpress.com, or by phone: 866.928.1240.

PLEASE NOTE: If you do not wish to order all four
volumes, Amanda recommends that you order Volume | (with
William Cromartie and Ruhamah Doane’s genealogy) AND the
particular volume pertaining to your family.

Descendants of
William Cromartie and Ruhamah Doane
and Related Families
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Amanda Cook Gilbert

Viewing Our Websites

Check out all the information about our Association at our
newly revised website, www.cromartiefamilyassociation.com.
Not a member? Join in a family proud of its heritage!

You may also wish to visit the blog of Dr. Sam Cromartie
for his notes and interactions on researching Cromartie
ancestors: http://samcromartie.com/geneology.

Presenter Bios

Dr. Joseph Kelly is a professor of literature at the College of
Charleston. He is also the author of America's Longest Siege:
Charleston, Slavery, and the Slow March Toward Civil War,
and the editor of the Seagull Reader series. Dr. Kelly lives in
Charleston, South Carolina.
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Dr. Kimberly B. Sherman

Dr. Kimberly B. Sherman is an historian, writer, and educator
born and raised in Wilmington, NC. She earned BA and MA
degrees in History from UNC Wilmington and her Ph.D. in
Modern History at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland.
Dr. Sherman teaches history at Cape Fear Community College
and hosts the podcast Historia Mortis (coming Fall 2020). Her
writing has appeared in print and digital magazines as well as
in scholarly journals. Dr. Sherman is currently working on her
first book about Scottish families in early North Carolina.

ZOOM Instructions

During the week of Mon., Oct. 5, we will email all registrants
with hyperlinks to join both gatherings at their scheduled
times. You will be provided with Meeting IDs and Passcodes
to input upon joining. This email also will contain choices for
accessing the audio portion via computer or phone.

When you join both meetings, you will enter as muted with
your video screen hidden. You may only see the videos and
screens of the Hosts and Presenters. You will be able to ask
guestions via the Chat function on your screen. There you

can indicate any desire to be unmuted to speak out directly.

If you encounter any difficulties, please contact us at
cromartiefamilyassociation@gmail.com. Thank you!



Reunion Location
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The South River Presbyterian Church
Built in 1857

Located between Elizabethtown and
Garland, North Carolina on the north side
of State Highway 210, approximately one-
and-a-half miles southeast of the
intersection of U.S. Highway 701 and
State Highway 210
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(Left to right) Sydney Haas, Granddaughter of David Cromartie,

Bill Caudill, Center (Presenter at the Reunion), Director of the Scottish
Heritage Center, St. Andrews University, Laurinburg, NC,

Colonel Wilkins Urquhart of Urquhart, 28th Chief of Clan Urquhart

Membership Information

Membership in the Cromartie Family Association is open to all persons
related to the family of Scotsman, William Cromartie, who left Orkney in
his early 20's and settled up the Cape Fear River in Bladen County, North
Carolina in 1758. The annual membership fee is $25.00 per person
(including children under 18 years). Lifetime membership is $100.00 per
adult. Dues are tax deductible. You can submit your membership
application electronically or print the membership application and mail it
with your payment to the Cromartie Family Association, Inc., P.O Box 7793,
Wilmington, NC 28406. The Membership Form is located at:

www.cromartiefamilyassociation.com/membership
If you don’t have internet, please write us and we will mail you the form.
Membership Dues for The Cromartie Family Association are due to the

Association annually by January 31st; however, you may pay your dues at
the Reunion.



